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LITURGICAL 
DEFINITIONS

Prelude

Welcome

Call to Worship (1 Chronicles 29:11)

Leader:  Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power  
and the glory and the victory and the majesty,  
for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours.

All:  Yours is the kingdom, O Lord,  
and you are exalted as head above all. 

Prelude

This is a time when 
we prepare our 
hearts, minds, and 
bodies to meet, and 
be met by God, 
the Creator and 
Redeemer of all 
things. It is often an 
instrumental piece 
played by the worship 
band; however, it is 
sometimes used 
to introduce 
new songs into 
corporate worship.

Call to 
Worship

We need to be 
called to worship 
God because our 
hearts and minds 
are not naturally 
focused on him, 
but on ourselves. 
The Call to Worship 
marks the official 
beginning of the 
corporate worship 
service and directs 
our hearts, minds, 
and volitions  
toward God.

o r d e r  o f  w o r s h i p
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Music Leader: 
Cory Sellers

Please silence your cell phones before our worship service begins. Thank you.

Prayer of 
Adoration & 
Invocation

This prayer addresses 
God in his triune 
nature as Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Praise and adoration 
continue and we ask 
him to be present 
with us and usher our 
hearts into corporate 
worship as he has 
promised by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer of Adoration and Invocation

Call to Confession (Galatians 5:1, 13)
1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, 
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not 
use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one another.

How Great Thou Art

O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder 
consider all the worlds thy hands have made, 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
thy power throughout the universe displayed.

 Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee, 
 how great thou art!  How great thou art! 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee, 
 how great thou art! How great thou art!

When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 
and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze.

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in; 
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
he bled and died to take away my sin.

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation, 
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration,  
and there proclaim, my God, how great thou art!
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Word of 
Absolution

The Word of 
Absolution is the 
declaration of 
God’s forgiveness 
and redemption 
spoken with joy. 
The liturgist is 
proclaiming what 
God has done 
through Jesus 
Christ. It is usually 
a passage of 
Scripture or a 
traditional text 
from a historical 
church resource 
such as the 
Westminster 
Confession or 
the Book of 
Common Prayer.

Corporate 
and Silent 
Confession

Because sin is so 
pervasive in both our 
corporate and individual 
lives, we come before 
God with honesty 
and transparency, 
confessing our sin and 
need for grace, asking 
for both forgiveness and 
healing through Jesus 
Christ. We confess 
corporately to show 
our unity even in our 
brokenness. Because 
the world around us 
is filled with so much 
noise, we take several 
moments of silence 
to meet with God 
individually about our sin 
and seek his forgiveness 
and grace.

Corporate Confession of Sin
Leader: Jesus, fellowship with you is the ultimate source of meaning in this life.  

We long to trust you, submit to you, follow your teaching, and be shaped  
by a relationship with you.

People:  We often substitute a relationship with you by merely following a certain 
code of conduct and manmade rules. Like Pharisees, we are often outwardly 
religious and pious but are without true fellowship with you.

Leader:  Jesus, we often treat you as a concept to be learned or an ideal example to be 
followed rather than a person to be known and adored.

People:  We fail to leave sin behind and lack a desperate need for you because  
we have downsized your glory in our hearts.

Leader:  While you call us to imitate you in humble service, self-denial, and suffering,  
we often avoid or outright refuse to follow you in this way. We confess our desire 
to shape and mold you into our lives to meet our wants and needs.

All:  Lord Jesus, penetrate our hearts with your unyielding love for us that we 
might be free from our sin. Open our minds so that we might fully know 
you. Shine your light into the darkness of our souls so that the light of your 
kingdom may be known in us and through us. Amen.

Silent Confession
Please use the words above in your silent confession.

Word of Absolution (Romans 8:1-4)
1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  
2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin 
and death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. 
By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned 
sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be  
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

Sovereign Grace o’er Sin Abounding

Sovereign grace o’er sin abounding!  
Ransomed souls, the tidings swell; 
’Tis a deep that knows no sounding;  
Who its breadth or length can tell? 
On its glories, let my soul forever dwell.

What from Christ that soul can sever,  
Bound by everlasting bands? 
Once in him, in him forever;  
Thus the eternal covenant stands. 
None shall take thee from the strength of Israel’s hands.

Heirs of God, joint-heirs with Jesus,  
Long ere time its race begun; 
To his name eternal praises;  
O what wonders love has done! 
One with Jesus, by eternal union one.

On such love, my soul, still ponder,  
love so great, so rich, so free; 
Say, while lost in holy wonder,  
why, O Lord, such love to me? 
Hallelujah! Grace shall reign  
Hallelujah! Grace shall reign 
Hallelujah! Grace shall reign eternally.
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Offering

We display our 
dependency on 
God’s provision 
by giving tithes 
and offerings. 
Because money is 
so powerfully tied 
to our hearts, we 
give in order to free 
our hearts from 
money’s tyranny 
and in doing so, 
giving becomes a 
joyous response 
to God’s grace 
received after the 
preaching of his 
Word.

Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer – Pastor Bob Brunson

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who have trespassed against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever,  
 and ever. Amen.

Dismissal to Children’s Church (4-year-olds to 2nd graders)
 If you are visiting or this is your children’s first time, please escort them  

to the foyer. You may pick them up from downstairs after the service.

The Offering

Take My Life and Let It Be

Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love. 
Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee.

Take my voice and let me sing always only, for my King. 
Take my lips and let them be filled with messages from thee.

Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect and use every power as thou shalt choose.

 Here am I; All of me! Take my life. It’s all for thee!

Take my will and make it thine, it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart it is thine own, it shall be thy royal throne.

Take my love, my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee.

 Here am I; All of me! Take my life. It’s all for thee!
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The 
Sermon

A sermon is not 
just teaching for 
living; it is mainly 
a time when God 
encounters his 
people through his 
Word. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to what 
he is teaching. 
Pray for the person 
preaching. Pray 
to encounter the 
life-changing Christ 
as you listen. If you 
don’t own a Bible, 
please feel free to 
take one from 
the shelves in 
the foyer.

How to Be Free
Sermon: Rev. Jon Medlock

GALATIANS 5:1, 13-16

1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit 
again to a yoke of slavery.

13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as  
an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the 
whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  
15 But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed 
by one another.

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.

Preaching Today

Reverend Jon Medlock is the Vice President of People and Culture for Geneva Benefits Group, an agency of 
the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). He previously served as lead pastor for Trinity Presbyterian Church 
in San Luis Obispo, CA. A native of Alabama, Jon and his wife Laurabeth have 6 kids, and we are delighted to 
have them as part of our church family.
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The  
Lord’s 
Supper

In the Lord’s Supper, 
Christ meets his 
people in spiritual 
communion with his 
strength, healing love 
and enabling grace 
that allows us to live 
as his disciples in the 
world. As we receive 
the elements, we 
lift our hearts up to 
Jesus by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. In 
the Old Testament, 
when God renews 
his covenant with his 
people in corporate 
worship, he serves a 
meal as the pinnacle 
of that event. Jesus 
continues this pattern 
in the Lord’s Supper 
with his disciples. 
Thus, the Lord’s 
Supper is placed 
towards the end of 
the service after God 
has ministered to us 
through his Word.  

The Lord’s Supper 
 is for those who 
know their need 
for Jesus and cling 
to him as their only 
hope for salvation.  
If you wish to refrain 
from partaking in 
the Lord’s Supper, 
prayers are printed in 
the Worship Guide to 
help you put words 
to where you are in 
relation to God.

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
Communion trays include both red wine and white grape juice. The bread is gluten-free.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin

Lord Jesus, closely grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my needs, 
and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living 
bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so and run with perseverance 
the race set before me, looking to you, the pioneer and author of my faith. Amen. 

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth

Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might  
be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. 
If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality 
of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief

Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared 
admit, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope.  
I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to 
offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the 
dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen.

The 
Benediction

At the conclusion of 
the final song, the 
Benediction is given. 
It is reminder that 
Christ has ordained 
his people with a 
blessing that equips 
us to serve and 
honor him with our 
lives as we proceed 
from corporate 
worship. The 
Benediction serves 
to end corporate 
worship and to send 
God’s people out 
into the world.

All Songs Public Domain or Used by Permission, CCLI# 1377822 | All Scripture taken from the English Standard Version (ESV)

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER’S VISION 
To be transformed by God’s mercy and grace into a community of priests  

engaged in his redeeming work in Atlanta and the world.

Benediction

Pastor Bob will be available at the sanctuary main doors to meet you or answer 
any questions you might have. If you are new to Redeemer, please stop by. 

Behold Our God

Who has held the oceans in his hands?  
Who has numbered every grain of sand?  
Kings and nations tremble at his voice  
All creation rises to rejoice

 Behold our God seated on his throne  
 Come, let us adore him  
 Behold our King—nothing can compare  
 Come, let us adore him

Who has given counsel to the Lord?  
Who can question any of his words?  
Who can teach the One who knows all things?  
Who can fathom all his wondrous deeds?

Who has felt the nails upon his hands?  
Bearing all the guilt of sinful man  
God eternal, humbled to the grave  
Jesus, Savior, risen now to reign

 Men: You will reign forever (Repeats) 
 Women: Let your glory fill the earth (Repeats)



6

church of the redeemer 

c o m m u n i t y  l i f e

TODAY 

Welcome to Redeemer!
We are delighted to welcome you to 
worship this morning. To learn more, 
visit www.redeemeratlanta.org, or contact 
Pastor Bob at 678-298-1150.

Photos During Today’s Service
A photographer will be taking candids 
this morning during worship for our new 
website. If you are not comfortable having 
your picture taken, the back right section 
of the Sanctuary is a “no-photo zone.” 
Please contact elise@redeemeratlanta.org 
if you would prefer that your photo not be 
used in COTR’s media.

Children’s Church 
Children ages 4 through 2nd grade are 
invited to join us for Children’s Church. 
Prior to the sermon, they will be dismissed 
to meet Ms. Jamie in the foyer and be 
escorted to Children’s Church in room 104 
in the Children’s Center. You can pick them 
up there immediately after the service.

Sunday Communities
Sunday Communities provide a time for us 
to study together with our peers on Sunday 
mornings from 9:30 to 10:30 am. Redeem-
er’s Kids (nursery-5th grade) meets in the 
Children’s Center; Refuge (6th-12th grade) 
meets in the office building; adults gather 
in the Commons for a month-long focus on 
missions and outreach led by Trey Closson.  

New Church Center App
We have a new churchwide app, where 
you can give online, view the calendar, and 
register for events (with a directory soon). 

The app can also be accessed 
on a web browser via redeem-
eratlanta.churchcenter.com. 
To download the app, scan 
the QR code with your phone 

camera, or search for “Church Center” in 
the App Store or Google Play. In the app, 
search for Church of the Redeemer (location 
Atlanta, GA) and follow the prompts. Help 
us by uploading a profile picture! Contact 
elise@redeemeratlanta.org.

Communicants’ Class
If you have a child who may be ready for 
communion or who has recently been 
welcomed to the Lord’s Table, we have an 
exciting new opportunity to help them in 
their understanding of this special sacra-
ment. We will be hosting a three-part class 
for parents and children, starting today 
and continuing on Feb. 12 and Feb. 26. 
Join us after church for a light lunch and 
discussion time guided by the workbook 
Preparing for the Table by Lisa Updike. 
This class is ideal for ages 8-10, but there is 
some flexibility. Contact jamie@redeemer 
atlanta.org with questions, and sign up at 
bit.ly/communicants23. 

Sunday Night Refuge
Middle and high schoolers are invited to 
join us Sunday nights, from 5:00 to 7:30 
pm for games, food, worship, and small 
group study. Email Kerry Gragg at kerry@
redeemeratlanta.org if you have questions.

Sunday Night Women’s Study  
This study meets from 5:00 to 7:00 pm in 
room 109 of the Children’s Center. We 
are currently studying Hebrews. Contact 
Rachel May at rhmayatl@gmail.com. 

Giving at Redeemer
To support our ministry, you can give during 
today’s offering, by mail, through your bank, 
or online via redeemeratlanta.churchcenter.
com/giving. One-time gifts or recurring 
donations may be set up, with an option to 
give via credit card or bank account. Please 
consider checking the box to cover the 
processing fees on COTR’s behalf. Online 
giving can also be accessed through the 
Giving tab on our website, redeemeratlanta.
org. You can also Text2Give by texting any 
dollar amount to 84321.

THIS WEEK

Wednesday Night Online 
Prayer Meeting 
Each Wednesday at 8:00 pm, we gather 
online to pray. The link and the Weekly 
Prayer Guide go out by email each Wednes-
day. To submit a prayer request or a praise 
report for this week’s guide, complete 
today’s blue sheet or email office manager 
Seya de Lastic at seya@redeemeratlanta.org.

Thursday Morning Women’s Study  
This study meets weekly from 9:45 to 
11:45 am at the church office for a study of 
God’s Cranky Prophets: Jonah & Habakkuk 
by Marci Ogrosky. Childcare is available, 
and new members are welcome to join at 
any time. Contact leader Anna Noren at 
akbnoren@gmail.com. 

Studies and Groups at Redeemer
Redeemer offers a variety of community 
groups and Bible studies. To learn more 
and get connected with a group, email 
bob@redeemeratlanta.org.

Chinese New Year, February 4
Our big lunar new year party for interna-
tional students is this Saturday, February 4, 
from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. We could still use a 
few setup or cleanup folks if you’d like to 
help. Email heathercossar@gmail.com. 

UPCOMING 

Volunteers Needed for Video Team
We are in need of volunteers to be part of 
the COTR video team! Team members 
serve on a rotating basis to record the 
Sunday morning livestream for those who 
cannot attend worship in person. No expe-
rience necessary, just an interest in serving 
your church body and learning something 
new. Contact Brian Tucker at brian.k.tucker 
@outlook.com.

New Women’s Monday Night Study
A new women’s Bible study will begin on 
February 13 and will meet every other 
Monday at 7:00 pm at Emma Hughes’ home 
in Brookhaven for fellowship, prayer, and 
study, guided by the book Better: A Study of 
Hebrews by Jen Wilkin. For details, contact 
Lily Goble at lilymaglioni@gmail.com.

Vacation Bible School: SeaQuest
Children 4 years old through rising 5th 
graders are invited to join us this summer 
for Vacation Bible School, June 12-16! 
VBS will be held Monday-Friday from 
9:30-12:30 each day, and this year we will 
explore the story of Jonah from the Bible. 
The total cost is $10 per child. Sign up at bit.
ly/seaquest2023 or in the Church Center 
app. Contact jamie@redeemeratlanta.org 
with questions.
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